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AGREEMENT ON COOPERATION BETWEEN THE WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AGENCY OF THE MINISTRY OF NATURE PROTECTION 
AND THE WATER AGENCY ARTOIS-PICARDIE (FRANCE)

Water Resources Management Agency of the Ministry of Nature Protection of the Republic of Armenia and the Water Agency Artois-Picardie, France, hereinafter Parties, 
Taking into account their achievements in the Integrated Water Resources Management field, namely:
- France has included the Water Framework Directive in its national legislation in 2004. After achieving the characterisation report (article 5 of the Directive), France is moving to the development of the next steps of the WFD’s: development and realization of programmes of measures and river basin management plans.

- Armenia is now strengthening its relationships with the European Union and in this context, is developing important efforts to adapt the Armenian legislative framework with the development of River Basin Management Approach and the use of the tools of the EU Water Framework Directive.
Considering this Agreement as a specific contribution of France to the EU Water Initiative in EECCA countries, in particular the National Policy Dialogue on integrated water resources management in Armenia

Basing on their commitments and power in the field of the integrated water resources management, the Parties express their willingness to start the cooperation within their competences and according to their national legislation and norms of international law.
Article 1 – Objectives
The parties aim to develop a technical cooperation in the field of their experience: institutional organisation, water use data collection, integrated water management and the use of economic instruments.

The subjects of the cooperation are:
· The introduction of the integrated water resources management principles in their countries 
· the implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive Principles
· the analysis of the introduction of the economic instruments in the field of water resources management and the role of resource use pricing in this process

· the development of water-basin committees and stakeholders involvement  
Article 2 - Cooperation frameworks
The cooperation between the Parties set by this Agreement will be implemented in the following fields:

-     Institutional organisation and Integrated River basin approach

· Relationship with the different water users (development of basin committee) 

· Groundwater management

· Dams and hydropower issues  

· Development of surveys, database and information system on water uses

· Water Framework Directive’s tools

· Economic Analysis (fees, water pricing and social impact indicators)
Article 3 - The forms of cooperation
The cooperation within the frames of this Agreement will be implemented in following forms:

· Exchange of information related to the fields of this Agreement
· Exchange of best practice and knowledge between the experts, officials and other competent              

      specialists of both Parties, organization of visits

-     Realization of the joint training cources related to the seperate fields of this Agreement

-     Development and  implementation of joint projects in the frame of the thematic         

      fields  of  this agreement   

The Parties may agree to use other means of cooperation
Article 4 - Means of cooperation
Parties will realize this agreement within the available financial resources.
They should endeavor to obtain financial resources for the implementation of their joint projects in full cooperation between both countries and the financial institution involved.

Article 5 - Project Duration
The Parties agree that this Agreement is enacted upon its signing and it shall be valid for the period of three years. This Agreement can be renewed and/or extended by the mutual agreement of the Parties.

Article 6 - Final provisions
In case of disagreements concerning the interpretation and implementation of this Agreement the Parties should seek a settlement by negotiations.
Done in 2008 ………………in two originals, each in Armenian, French and English, all texts to be equally authentic.

In case of disagreement in interpretation of this Agreement, the English version shall prevail. 

The original texts will be kept in the Ministry of Nature Protection of Armenia, Government House 3, Republic Square, Yerevan 0010 and in the Agence de l’Eau Artois-Picardie with the social headquarters in Marceline Street, n°200, Douai, France.
	For the Water Agency Artois-Picardie

…………………………..
Mr. Jean Schepman

President of the International Commission of the Artois Picardie Basin Committee

…………………………..

Mr. Paul RAOULT

President of the programme commission of the Artois Picardie Basin Committee
	
	For Water Resources Management Agency

…………………………..
Mr. Alfred Nersisyan

Director of the Water Resources  
Management Agency


