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Cooperation agreement
between

East Aegean Basin Directorate (Bulgaria) and Agence de l’Eau Artois-Picardie (France)

The East Aegean Basin Directorate (EABD) and Agence de l’Eau Artois-Picardie (AEAP) have signed a memorandum of understanding in 2006 in the frame of the European fund “Twinbasin” dedicated to exchange and share of good practices between River Basin Authorities.
The cooperation undertaken through this memorandum of understanding has provided very positive outputs for both parties. In particular several visits from experts from both EABD and AEAP has enabled to have fruitful experience sharing in particular on the WFD’s implementation (development of the River Basin Management Plan and Programme of Measures, Public consultation process,…).
Considering the positive outputs of this cooperation, the East Aegean Basin Directorate and Agence de l’Eau Artois-Picardie have decided to extend their cooperation agreement. This new cooperation agreement will start in 2009 (expected date for official signature: September 2009) and will have a duration of 5 years. This new cooperation agreement will integrate the background of the memorandum of understanding signed in 2006 (e.g. the implementation of the WFD) but will also include new topics and will set the cooperation between EABD and AEAP on long term perspective. In particular it will investigate the possibilities of exchange of young professionals, the development of common documents targeting other EU Member States, accessing countries or EU neighbouring countries.  
1- Contracting parties

This cooperation agreement is signed between the East Aegean Basin Directorate (Bulgaria) and Agence de l’Eau Artois-Picardie (France).
The East Aegean Basin Directorate, under the authority of the Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Water with the social headquarters in Bulair Street, N°26, Plovdiv, Bulgaria, legally represented by Director, M. Nikola Karnolski.

The Agence de l’Eau Artois-Picardie with the social headquarters in Marceline Street, n°200, Douai, France, represented by Director, M. Alain Strébelle.

2- Objectives

The East Aegean Basin Directorate and Agence de l’Eau Artois-Picardie – with the help of the Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Water – have expressed their willingness to develop cooperation on the following topics:

1) Implementation of the Water Framework Directive to implement Programs of measures, and  monitoring their effect for water and ecosystems
The East Aegean Basin Directorate and Agence de l’Eau Artois-Picardie are both in the phase of revising their River Basin Management Plan. Both have also to think of the following steps and in particular the implementation of the program of measures and its monitoring to reach the goal “good environmental status” in 2015.
2) Public consultation

The WFD requires a huge effort from basin authorities of EU MS to apply its article 14 and develop techniques to engage a dialogue with stakeholders and public. AEAP and EABD will share their respective experiences on this topic. 
3) Economic analysis

Like public consultation, WFD requires to undertake several activities linked with economic analysis: cost-effectivness, cost-benefit analysis and cost-recovery of water services.
More than this the current economic crisis requires to pay more attention to the impact of this crisis on the capacity to implement the WFD’s Program of Measures.

4) Management of water at river basin level and Basin council

The French water agencies have been implemented for more than 40 years by now, headed by basin councils. Regarding this experience, the EABD will seek to gain knowledge from this experience and investigate how to improve river basin management and strengthen the capacity of its own basin council. The scope will cover also exchange of knowledge and practice between experts from both authorities to improve their skills. 
5) Hydromorphological status  of rivers

EABD and AEAP will exchange experience on the “SEQ physique” used on the Artois-Picardie River Basin to assess hydromorphological status of rivers, possible measure and good practice and projects to improve this status.
3- Development of the cooperation and expected outputs

The cooperation between East Aegean Basin Directorate and Agence de l’Eau Artois-Picardie will start at the signature of this cooperation agreement (expected date : September 2009) and its duration will be five years with the possibility to extend it.

The cooperation will include experts visits from both sides but also exchange of expertise through emails and documents.

During the cooperation to develop project for WFD implementation, interesting for both sides and to apply for European programs .

The outputs are the exchange of experience and gaining knowledge of both sides in the implementation of the WFD (i.e. comparison of methods, data collection, results,…).

Seminar will be also held in order to present the outputs of this cooperation to the other river basin directorates in Bulgaria as well as other stakeholders.
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